

ADOPTED 1/26/16


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Wilson, Morgan, Carter, Dennis & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-24-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF FORMER JACKSONVILLE FIRE & RESCUE EMPLOYEE CLARENCE ALLEN REASE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Clarence Allen Rease was born on December 31, 1947 in Pensacola, FL into a heritage of Christian faith to Willie Moses Rease and Janie Bell Rease (Crutcher). Devoted to Christ at a young age, Clarence loved gospel music and was a self-taught pianist and bass player who played by ear. He attended Pensacola public schools and later relocated to Jacksonville, FL, and graduated from New Stanton Vocational School in 1967 after his voluntary entrance into the United States Navy in 1966. He served our country as a member of the Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 11. During his service, he traveled to Malta, Copenhagen, and Scandinavia; received honors from his commanding officer and many other commendations prior to his being honorably discharged in 1972; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Rease entered the Jacksonville Fire Academy in 1972 and was a devoted employee to the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department for 29 years, until his retirement in March 2001. He held several positions including Firefighter on Engines, No.1, 12, 22, 31, and Rescue No.6; Communications Center Dispatcher; Fire Prevention Inspector; Public Education Officer; CATS (Cable Access Training System); Division Chief of Recruiting and Examining, appointed by former Mayor Tommy Hazouri; and retired as the Communications Manager of the 911 Center. During his tenure with the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department, he achieved numerous accomplishments, and acquired recognitions and awards including being promoted as an engineer; and creating "Sparky the Fire Dog" a mascot that helped educate the local children on fire prevention and safety; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Rease was also a small business owner providing services in photography and piano tuning, a talent and skill that was recognized by Professional Photographers Society of North Florida in 1990, when he was selected as the October photographer of the month. He continued to be active in the community often feeding the homeless and volunteering at local hospitals. A lover of cuisine, he found cooking to be an art in which his favorite dish included anything with seafood. Mr. Rease was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, uncle, brother, public servant and friend; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Clarence Allen Rease and extends to his family and many friends its deepest condolences. Clarence Rease was an exemplary man, employee, firefighter and a great friend to all, and his absence will be keenly felt by all who knew him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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